
NEW ENGLAND 
COMMON ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

Released Items
2007

Grade 5
Writing



1
NECAP_2007_Grade 5 Writing_Released

Writing—Session 1

ID:213159 C Common

q Where should a comma be placed in the 
sentence below?

I told her that m y favorite vegetables 
were peas car rots, beets, and lettuce.

A. after her
B. after vegetables
C. after peas
D. after and

ID:213385 A Common

w Which spelling change should be made 
in the sentence belo w?

She practised whenever the weather 
was good, but sometimes she still made 
mistakes.

A. Change practised to practiced.
B. Change weather to whether.
C. Change sometimes to somtimes.
D. Change mistakes to misteaks.

ID:202753 B Common

e What is the best way to combine the 
sentences below?

The science f air is next Monday. The 
students are excited.

A. The students are e xcited about the 
science fair and it’s next Monday.

B. The students are e xcited about the 
science fair next Monday.

C. The science f air next Monday the 
students are excited.

D. The science f air is next Monday the 
excited students.

ID:213390 D Common

r Which sentence has a punctuation er ror 
at the end?
A. What should you remember about 

power lines?
B. Never touch a li ve electric wire!
C. Call the power company if you see a 

wire on the g round.
D. Why do you need to remember these 

safety tips.
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ID:213407 A Common

t How should the underlined w ords in the 
sentence below be written?

Her and me li ve close to each other .

A. She and I
B. She and me
C. Me and her
D. Her and I

ID:202850 D Common

y What is the best way to combine the 
sentences below?

Tallie will be back ne xt Friday. Tallie 
will tell you about her adv entures.

A. Tallie will be back ne xt Friday she 
will tell you about her adv entures.

B. Tallie will be back ne xt Friday tell 
you about her adv entures.

C. Tallie will back ne xt Friday but Tallie 
will tell you about her adv entures.

D. Tallie will be back ne xt Friday and 
will tell you about her adv entures.

ID:213158 A Common

u Where should a comma be placed in the 
sentence below?

On June 30 1958, m y uncle was born 
20 miles from the city of Atlanta. 

A. after 30
B. after uncle
C. after 20
D. after city

ID:213149 D Common

i Which word in the sentence belo w 
should be capitalized?

The capital city of the state of Maine is 
augusta.

A. capital
B. city
C. state
D. augusta
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ID:202822 A Common

o Which of the follo wing is a complete 
sentence? 
A. He is very fast and very tricky.
B. Especially Nibbles, the class mouse.
C. The cages near the back reall y hot.
D. Knew that he ate it y esterday.

ID:213147 C Common

1) Which word in the sentences belo w 
should be capitalized?

First, I saw the doctor at the hospital. 
next, I went to the mall to shop.

A. doctor
B. hospital
C. next
D. mall
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When writing responses to prompts 11, 12, and 13, remember to

• read the prompt carefully,
• develop a complete response to the prompt,
• proofread and edit your writing, and
• write only in the space provided.

ID:201759 Common

1! Write a parag raph explaining why you think Gar y Paulsen will or will not tak e the dog. 
Use details from the passage in y our response.

The dog was enormous.
We lived in a small cottage in the mountains of Colorado, where I 

worked in construction, mostly hitting my f ngers with a hammer and 
making serious attempts at cutting something off my body with power 
saws while I tried to build houses during the day and write at night. I had 
been looking at the local consumer guide, called The Shopper’s Bulletin, 
when I saw an ad:

EMERGENCY! AM LEAVING FOR HAWAII FOR A CAREER CHANGE. 
MUST FIND HOME FOR LOVING GREAT DANE NAMED CAESAR AS 
THEY WON’T ALLOW DOGS IN THE ISLANDS. PLEASE HELP!

All right—I know how it sounds. Nobody who lives in a small cottage 
in the mountains of Colorado with a wife and a baby should probably 
even consider a pet, let alone a dog, let alone a large dog, let alone a very 
large dog—at least nobody with a brain larger than a walnut. But I had 
once been associated with a female Great Dane named Dad when I was 
in the army and had ever since had a warm place in my soul for them. 

Caesar
by Gary Paulsen

Read this passage and decide whether you think Gary P aulsen will take 
the dog. Then write a r esponse to the pr ompt that follows. 
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ID:201956 Common

1@ Write a parag raph describing why the echidna is a strange animal. Choose infor mation 
from the f act sheet to suppor t your main idea.

A student wrote this fact sheet a bout a strange animal from Australia. 
Read the fact sheet and think a bout why the animal is so str ange. Then 
write a response to the pr ompt that follows.

The Echidna

[pronounced ee-KID-nuh]

• lives in Australia and Tasmania
• about the size of a football
• back covered with long sharp spines
• small head with long thin beak or snout, like a tube or 

a funnel
• long thin tongue
• no teeth
• very sharp claws
• eats ants
• digs up ants’ nests with its claws and uses sticky tongue 

to lick up ants
• digs holes to protect itself from enemies
• curls up in holes so protected by spines
• lays eggs even though it is a mammal (most mammals 

give birth to live young)
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6

ID:201885 Common

1# Write an ending to the stor y that describes w hat probably happened the ne xt time the 
Monkey went to f sh.

Monkey See, Monkey Do

Read this story and think a bout what might happen the next time  
the Monkey wants to f  sh. Then write a r esponse to the pr ompt that 
follows.

The Monkey sat up in his tree near the water and watched the 
f shermen cast their nets empty and pull them back full of f sh. “Why, 
I’m sure I could do that, too!” he thought. “It looks so easy!”

So when the f shermen went off for their lunch, the Monkey came 
down from his tree, grabbed the net, and tried to copy them. But he soon 
became tangled up in the net, fell into the water, and almost drowned.

“Oh dear!” he said. “That’s what I deserve for trying to f sh when I 
really had no idea how to do it!”
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Writing—Session 2

Packed for Success
by Sarah J. Ball

In 1804 Lewis and Clark led an expedition to explor e the western part 
of the American continent. Read this passa ge and think a bout what you 
would bring on a similar trip. Then write a r esponse to the prompt that 
follows.

When Lewis and Clark set out on their great adventure, they didn’t 
know what to expect. No one in the United States had ever done this 
before. They spent months planning their trip and deciding what to take. 
The things they packed in their boats would have to keep them alive for 
more than two years.

Like most travelers, Lewis and Clark took a map of the land they 
would be seeing. Their map wasn’t much help, though. It was mostly 
blank! No one had ever drawn a map of the rivers, mountains, and land 
that they were going to cross. To help them draw a correct map, Lewis 
and Clark used tools called a sextant and a chronometer. With these 
instruments, travelers used the stars to f nd out exactly where they were.

Lewis and Clark f lled their boats with gifts to give the people they 
met. They took beads, scissors, jewelry, shirts, 12 dozen looking glasses 
(mirrors), 4,600 needles for sewing, and 2,800 f shing hooks. The 
explorers took these presents to show the people whom they met that 
they were peaceful and friendly.

For 8,200 miles of travel, the group ate f sh, animals they hunted, and 
“portable soup.” Lewis brought 193 pounds of the soup, a dry mix of 
beans and vegetables. Unfortunately, all the men hated it!

Lewis and Clark knew they would need medicine for sickness, bullet 
wounds, snakebites, and more. In those days, there were no antibiotics, 
aspirin, or even Band-Aids. Instead, they packed 600 special pills made 
by a man named Dr. Benjamin Rush. The explorers called them “Rush’s 
Thunderclappers” because they were so strong.

The explorers also took candles to give light, f int and steel to start 
f res, warm blankets, and clothes. And, of course, there was Seaman, 
Lewis’s Newfoundland dog.
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Suppose you could travel back in time and join Le wis and Clark for their trip.
• What would you bring from the present to mak e the trip easier?
• Why would you bring those things?

Use details from the passage in y our response.

ID:202680 Common

g What is the focus/controlling idea of y our response?  ______________________

 __________________________________________________________________  

ID:213653 Common

h What are the suppor ting details/references to te xt in your response?  _________

 ___________________________________________________________________________

ID:213654 Common

j What is the conclusion to y our response?  _______________________________

 __________________________________________________________________  

Use the questions in the bo x below to organize your writing. You can answer the questions 
before you write to plan y our response or after you write to check y our response. What you 
write in the Student Answer Booklet will be included as par t of your score.
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When writing a response to prompt 17, remember to

• read the prompt carefully,
• develop a complete response to the prompt,
• proofread and edit your writing, and
• write only in the space provided.

ID:213655 Common

1& Suppose you could travel back in time and join Le wis and Clark for their trip.
• What would you bring from the present to mak e the trip easier?
• Why would you bring those things?

Use details from the passage in y our response.



10

Acknowledgments

The New Hampshire, Vermont, and Rhode Island Departments of Education wish to acknowledge and credit the following authors and 
publishers for use of their work in the writing portion of the New England Common Assessment Program—2007.

“Caesar” (p. 4) from My Life in Dog Years by Gary Paulsen. Copyright © 1998 by Gary Paulsen. Published by Bantam Doubleday Dell 
Books for Young Readers, a division of Random House, Inc. 

“Packed for Success” (p. 7) by Sarah J. Ball as it appeared in AppleSeeds, November 2002. Copyright © 2002 by Cobblestone 
Publishing. Published by Cobblestone Publishing Company, a division of Carus Publishing Company. 



G
ra

de
 5

 W
ri

ti
ng

 R
el

ea
se

d 
It

em
 I

nf
or

m
at

io
n 

R
el

ea
se

d 
Ite

m
 N

um
be

r
1

2
3

4
5

6
7

8
9

10
11

12
13

14
15

16
17

C
on

te
nt

 S
tra

nd
1

SC
SC

SC
SC

SC
SC

SC
SC

SC
SC

LR
RW

N
W

IR
IR

IR
IR

G
LE

 C
od

e
4-

9
4-

9
4-

1
4-

9
4-

9
4-

1
4-

9
4-

9
4-

1
4-

9
4-

3
4-

8
4-

4
4-

3
4-

3
4-

3
4-

3
D

ep
th

 o
f K

no
w

le
dg

e 
C

od
e

1
1

2
1

1
2

1
1

2
1

2
2

2
3

3
3

3
Ite

m
 T

yp
e2

M
C

M
C

M
C

M
C

M
C

M
C

M
C

M
C

M
C

M
C

C
R

C
R

C
R

SA
SA

SA
ER

A
ns

w
er

 K
ey

C
A

B
D

A
D

A
D

A
C

To
ta

l P
os

si
bl

e 
Po

in
ts

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

4
4

4
1

1
1

12

1 C
on

te
nt

 S
tra

nd
: 

 SC
 =

 S
tru

ct
ur

es
 o

f L
an

gu
ag

e 
&

 W
rit

in
g 

C
on

ve
nt

io
ns

.  
Sh

or
t R

es
po

ns
es

 —
 L

R
 =

 R
es

po
ns

e 
to

 L
ite

ra
ry

 T
ex

t, 
RW

 =
 R

ep
or

t 
W

rit
in

g,
 N

W
 =

 N
ar

ra
tiv

e 
W

rit
in

g.
  E

xt
en

de
d 

R
es

po
ns

e 
—

 IR
 =

 R
es

po
ns

e 
to

 In
fo

rm
at

io
na

l T
ex

t

2 I
te

m
 T

yp
e:

  M
C

 =
 M

ul
tip

le
 C

ho
ic

e,
 C

R
 =

 C
on

st
ru

ct
ed

 R
es

po
ns

e,
 S

A
 =

 S
ho

rt 
A

ns
w

er
, E

R
 =

 W
rit

in
g 

Pr
om

pt



NEW ENGLAND 
COMMON ASSESSMENT PROGRAM

Released Items
Support Materials

2007

Grade 5
Writing



1NECAP_2007_Grade5_Writing_ReleasedItemsSupportMaterials

NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using commas correctly in dates and in a series 

ID:213159 C Common

q Where should a comma be placed in the 
sentence below?

I told her that m y favorite vegetables 
were peas car rots, beets, and lettuce.

A. after her
B. after vegetables
C. after peas
D. after and

ID:213385 A Common

w Which spelling change should be made 
in the sentence belo w?

She practised whenever the weather 
was good, but sometimes she still made 
mistakes.

A. Change practised to practiced.
B. Change weather to whether.
C. Change sometimes to somtimes.
D. Change mistakes to misteaks.

4.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and recognizing syllables and aff x 
patterns/rules that are characteristic of the English spelling system
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

4.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using end punctuation correctly in a variety of sentence structures

ID:202753 B Common

e What is the best way to combine the 
sentences below?

The science f air is next Monday. The 
students are excited.

A. The students are e xcited about the 
science fair and it’s next Monday.

B. The students are e xcited about the 
science fair next Monday.

C. The science f air next Monday the 
students are excited.

D. The science f air is next Monday the 
excited students.

ID:213390 D Common

r Which sentence has a punctuation er ror 
at the end?
A. What should you remember about 

power lines?
B. Never touch a li ve electric wire!
C. Call the power company if you see a 

wire on the g round.
D. Why do you need to remember these 

safety tips.

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

4.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
identifying grammatical errors, when given examples

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

ID:213407 A Common

t How should the underlined w ords in the 
sentence below be written?

Her and me li ve close to each other .

A. She and I
B. She and me
C. Me and her
D. Her and I

ID:202850 D Common

y What is the best way to combine the 
sentences below?

Tallie will be back ne xt Friday. Tallie 
will tell you about her adv entures.

A. Tallie will be back ne xt Friday she 
will tell you about her adv entures.

B. Tallie will be back ne xt Friday tell 
you about her adv entures.

C. Tallie will back ne xt Friday but Tallie 
will tell you about her adv entures.

D. Tallie will be back ne xt Friday and 
will tell you about her adv entures.
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using commas correctly in dates and in a series

4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying basic capitalization rules 

ID:213158 A Common

u Where should a comma be placed in the 
sentence below?

On June 30 1958, m y uncle was born 
20 miles from the city of Atlanta. 

A. after 30
B. after uncle
C. after 20
D. after city

ID:213149 D Common

i Which word in the sentence belo w 
should be capitalized?

The capital city of the state of Maine is 
augusta.

A. capital
B. city
C. state
D. augusta
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying basic capitalization rules 

ID:202822 A Common

o Which of the follo wing is a complete 
sentence? 
A. He is very fast and very tricky.
B. Especially Nibbles, the class mouse.
C. The cages near the back reall y hot.
D. Knew that he ate it y esterday.

ID:213147 C Common

1) Which word in the sentences belo w 
should be capitalized?

First, I saw the doctor at the hospital. 
next, I went to the mall to shop.

A. doctor
B. hospital
C. next
D. mall
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response contains a prediction about whether P aulsen takes the dog or 
not. The response maintains a clear f ocus/purpose throughout, contains 
specif c details from the passage to suppor t the f ocus, and is w ell-
organized. The response includes a v ariety of correct sentence str uctures 
and demonstrates sustained control of g rade-appropriate grammar, usage, 
and mechanics.

3

Response contains a prediction about whether P aulsen takes the dog or 
not. The response maintains a f ocus/purpose, but there ma y be minor 
lapses. The response contains some rele vant details that suppor t the 
focus. The response is gener ally well-organized. The response includes 
some sentence v ariety and demonstr ates general control of g rade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics .

2

Response contains an attempt at a prediction about whether P aulsen 
takes the dog or not.  The response contains major lapses in f ocus/
purpose and/or f ew relevant supporting details from the te xt. The 
response includes some attempt at sentence v ariety and ma y 
demonstrate inconsistent control of g rammar, usage, and mechanics .

1

Response is a minimal or v ague statement about what could happen 
next in the passage . The response includes little or no sentence 
variety and ma y demonstrate a lac k of control of g rammar, usage, and 
mechanics.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

4.3.1 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by stating and maintaining a focus (purpose) when responding to a given question 

Caesar
Writing in Response to Literary Text

ID:201759 Common

1! Write a parag raph explaining why you think Gar y Paulsen will or will not tak e the dog. 
Use details from the passage in y our response.

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2007—Grade 5 Writing.)
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 4

s
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 3

SCORE POINT 2

s

s
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

Student responses to this item included only a minimal n umber of z eros; an appropr iate sample 
response could not be located.

s

s
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response contains a descr iption of wh y the echidna is a str ange animal. 
Response maintains a f ocus/purpose throughout, includes rele vant facts 
from the list, and is w ell-organized. The response includes a v ariety of 
correct sentence str uctures and demonstr ates sustained control of g rade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics .

3

Response contains a descr iption of wh y the echidna is a str ange 
animal. Response maintains a f ocus/purpose, but there ma y be 
minor lapses. The response includes mostly rele vant facts from 
the list and is gener ally well-organized. The response includes 
some sentence v ariety and demonstr ates general control of g rade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics .

2

Response is an attempt at a descr iption of wh y the echidna is 
a strange animal. The response contains major lapses in f ocus/
purpose and/or f ew relevant facts from the list.  The response 
includes some attempt at sentence v ariety and ma y demonstrate 
inconsistent control of g rammar, usage, and mechanics .

1
Response is a minimal or v ague statement about wh y the echidna is a 
strange animal. The response includes little or no sentence v ariety and 
may demonstrate a lac k of control of g rammar, usage, and mechanics .

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrele vant.

Blank No response

The Echidna
Informational Writing (Reports)

4.8.2 In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by 
including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea 

ID:201956 Common

1@ Write a parag raph describing why the echidna is a strange animal. Choose infor mation 
from the f act sheet to suppor t your main idea.

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2007—Grade 5 Writing.)
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 4

1@
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 4

1@
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 3

1@
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 2

1@
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

1@

1@
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response clearly continues the stor y line and pro vides a clear ending.  
The response contains rele vant and descr iptive details. The response 
includes a v ariety of correct sentence str uctures and demonstr ates 
sustained control of g rade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics .

3

Response generally continues the stor y line and pro vides an ending, 
although there ma y be minor lapses . The response includes some 
sentence variety and demonstr ates general control of g rade-appropriate 
grammar, usage, and mechanics .

2

Response is an attempt to contin ue the stor y line and pro vides an 
ending, although there ma y be major lapses . The response includes 
some attempt at sentence v ariety and ma y demonstrate inconsistent 
control of g rammar, usage, and mechanics .

1

Response may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt at a response 
to the prompt.  The response includes little or no sentence v ariety 
and may demonstrate a lac k of control of g rammar, usage, and 
mechanics.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrele vant.

Blank No response

Monkey See, Monkey Do
Narrative Writing

4.4.1 In written narratives, students organize and relate a story line/plot/series of events by creating a 
clear, understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end 

ID:201885 Common

1# Write an ending to the stor y that describes w hat probably happened the ne xt time the 
Monkey went to f sh.

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2007—Grade 5 Writing.)
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 4

1#
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 4

1#
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 3

1#



20NECAP_2007_Grade5_Writing_ReleasedItemsSupportMaterials

NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

1#

1#
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

SCORE POINT 0

1#
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1
Response contains an appropr iate focus/controlling idea related to the 
prompt. The focus/controlling idea ma y or ma y not be de veloped in the 
response.

0 Response is totally irrele vant.

Blank No response

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1

Response contains appropr iate supporting details/text references related 
to the prompt.  These supporting details/references may or ma y not 
appear in the te xt, as long as the y are a logical e xtension of the ideas 
presented. The supporting details/references may or ma y not be used in 
the response.

0 Response is totally irrelevant.

Blank No response

Packed for Success
Writing in Response to Informational Text

Suppose you could travel back in time and join Le wis and Clark for their trip.
• What would you bring from the present to mak e the trip easier?
• Why would you bring those things?

Use details from the passage in y our response.

ID:213653 Common

h What are the suppor ting details/references to te xt in your response? 

ID:202680 Common

g What is the focus/controlling idea of y our response?

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2007—Grade 5 Writing.)
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NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1
Response contains an appropriate conclusion related to the prompt. The 
conclusion may or may not be used in the response.

0 Response is totally irrelevant.

Blank No response

ID:213654 Common

j What is the conclusion to y our response?

Packed for Success
Writing in Response to Informational Text

4.3.1 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by stating and maintaining a focus (purpose) when responding to a given question

ID:213655 Common

1& Suppose you could travel back in time and join Le wis and Clark for their trip.
• What would you bring from the present to mak e the trip easier?
• Why would you bring those things?

Use details from the passage in y our response.
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

6

• Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated 
purpose focuses the writing

• Intentionally organized for effect
• Fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and 

mechanics

5

• Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout  
• Well-organized and coherent throughout
• Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suff ciently elaborated
• Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and 

mechanics

4

• Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained 
• Generally organized and coherent
• Details are relevant and mostly support purpose
• Well-constructed sentences; uses language well
• May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

3

• Writing has a general purpose
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
• Some relevant details support purpose
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

2

•  Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
•  Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
• Generalizes or lists details 
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

1

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization
• Random information
• Rudimentary or def cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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SCORE POINT 1

1$

SCORE POINT 6

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6

h

j

k
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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• Writing shows consistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.
• Writing has precise word choice and a variety of sentence structures.

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 5

1&

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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• Writing has precise word choice and a variety of sentence structures.
• Writing is organized and coherent.

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5
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1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

h

1&

SCORE POINT 4

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4



32NECAP_2007_Grade5_Writing_ReleasedItemsSupportMaterials

NECAP 2007 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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• Writing has some organization.
• Writing includes supporting details with suff cient elaboration.

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 3

1&

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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• Writing has some supporting details.
• Writing has appropriate word choice and some control of sentence structure.

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 2

1&

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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• Writing has minimal or random details.
• Writing shows inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2
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1$

h

j

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 1

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1
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SCORE POINT 1

1&

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1

• Writing lacks evident purpose or focus.
• Writing has limited word choice and/or control of sentence structure.
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SCORE POINT 0

1&

Student responses to this item included only a minimal n umber of z eros; an appropr iate sample response 
could not be located.

1$

SCORE POINT 0

h

SCORE POINT 0

j

SCORE POINT 0


